BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
150 S. KENDALL STREET
BATTLE CREEK, MI 49014

THURSDAY, June 21, 2016
3:00 PM

Members Present:  Commissioners Dave Walters and Andy Helmboldt, Kevin Smith, Stacey Schuler, Blewit Smyth, Mike Wood, Mike Miller, Carl Fedders, John Macfarlane, and Sam Gray
Absent:  Chuck Donnell, Lt. Steve Bush, Bill Dugan
Staff: Victoria Houser, City Clerk
Call to Order/Recognition of Quorum

Mayor Walters called the meeting to order at 3:02 pm, noting a quorum was not present. 

A. Public Comments ​– There were no public comments. 
B. Approval of Minutes: A motion was made by Mike Miller, supported by Mike Wood, to approve the March 17, 2016 and April 21, 2016 meeting minutes.  All yes, none opposed.  Motion was approved. 
C. Bicycle Friendly Community Application
Mayor Walters noted the application process has been modified, stating he has re-input and submitted a current application, hoping to receive the Silver designation.    
D. League of Michigan Bicyclists
Mr. Macfarlane asked if the ordinance amendment regarding the 3-foot rule had been approved by the Commission.  Mr. Macfarlane recommended a media release to inform residents of the changes to the ordinance, also suggesting additional signage to advise drivers.  Mr. Macfarlane stated the State of Michigan was considering implementing a 5-foot rule. 

Mayor Walters confirmed the ordinance had been approved. 

Comm. Helmboldt reminded the committee that Chris Dopp, Director of DPW, had told them all roads may not be wide enough to allow passage with a 5-foot clearance.

Mr. Fedders stated the City will have to implement additional space during major construction projects, noting it would cost a lot to modify all of the City’s roads.  Mr. Fedders asked if there were specific corridors the committee felt needed to be addressed.  Mr. Fedders recommended Chris Dopp be consulted on the necessary width to allow a 5-foot clearance, and which streets could accommodate the requirement. 

Committee members recommended Capital Avenue, Helmer, Watkins and River Roads and Riverside Drive be considered, also suggesting roads in which numerous accidents have occurred.    

Mr. Smith recommended the Committee endorse or support a public education plan for sharing the road with cyclists. 
Comm. Helmboldt asked if the local traffic ordinance would govern streets within the City limits, or if state or county trunk lines would be governed by those bodies, asking if the City had the authority to change state/county roads.  

Mr. Fedders noted research would be needed as the City is not able to change other things regarding state roads, noting the City currently had to have state approval prior to placing signs on state roads, noting a possible inability to enforce the rule on state roads.  

E. KRTV Update
Mayor Walters informed the Committee that KRTV was still trying to gather funds.  Mayor Walters noted the Pottawatomi Tribe had participated in conversations regarding the trail, noting their interest in improving the health of their members, stating they needed more information on the funding.  Mayor Walters stated there was a change in leadership, but the Tribe was still interested.  Mayor Walters stated KRTV was prepared to make presentations to the Pottawatomi Tribe.
Committee Discussion

Mike Wood stated KRTV has submitted a grant request to the Battle Creek Community Foundation, sharing a letter of support he provided to the Foundation.  Mr. Wood also discussed fall and winter activities at the Binder Park Golf Course, including cross country skiing, snowshoeing, and fat bike trails, stating they would like to start discussions by October.  
Mr. Fedders discussed MDOT’s consideration of bike lanes on M66 North, stating they will be completing a traffic study first, with the project anticipated in 2018, stating the road will not be wider, just re-striped to include a bike lane.  

Mr. Macfarlane, referencing his prior email requesting donations for a hydrology study, informed the committee they were still $2,600 short.  Mr. Macfarlane stated they would be approaching potential larger donors once the study was complete and the project plans were solidified. 

Mr. Fedders stated he would be interested in the results of the study.

Mr. Miller stated he would consider a donation, recommending they solicit Omni Credit Union for a matching donation, stating the project would be beneficial for all residents of the City.  Mayor Walters confirmed he would be willing to participate in a matching donation.
Mr. Macfarlane requested the committee endorse or support the Calhoun County Trailway’s effort for a protected bike lane on the Emmett Street bridge.
Mr. Fedders expressed agreement they should endorse the connection of the Linear Path and the Calhoun County Trailway, stating they should review the City’s Master Plan also.  

Mr. Smith stated the North Country Trailway has funds they will use for a kiosk at the Emmett Street bridge, near Wagner Drive. 

Next Meeting: August 18, 2016 at 3:00 Room 302A
Adjournment:  Comm. Walters adjourned the meeting at 4:00 pm.
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