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Sustainable BC Committee
Zoom Meeting
Monday, February 24, 2025 1:30pm – 2:30pm


The purpose of this Committee is to increase the City's efforts to incorporate environmentally responsible, cost effective policy in the planning, administration and economic development of its built infrastructure and natural resources. The Committee may make recommendations to the   City Commission for their consideration and will be available as a resource on sustainability policy.

The committee is grateful for the land upon which we live, and recognizes the Potawatomi Nation as the original inhabitants. The committee seeks to partner when possible with the Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the Potawatomi (NHBP) Tribe in stewardship of the land and its natural resources.

AGENDA

· Call to Order
· Introductions Committee Members & Guests

· Approval of Minutes: December 23, 2024
· Presenter: Mallory Avis, Public Transit Director. Discuss County-wide transit program. 
· Reports by City Staff & Commissioners
· City Energy Efficiency Activities: 
· Environmental Programs updates: 
· Looking into Composting Opportunities for all City residents
· My Green MI
· 2025 Sustainability Goals

· UPCOMING:
· 2025 Calhoun County HHW and Electronic Event dates are listed. (Scrap Tire event dates are pending via grant acceptance)
· 2025 City of Battle Creek Events are posted. 
· 2025 Calhoun County Community Calendar is here!! Only 1 or 2 boxes left. Get yours at City Hall or DPW
· Electronic and Polystyrene #6 recycling, March 22
· Earth Week cleanup, April 20-26
· Tree planting – Spring/Fall
· April is coming! Sign up now to give us your availability for helping plant trees at bcwater.org
· For sure Saturdays date, April 12 and 26. 9am-noon

· Environmental Grants: Awarded/Pending/Pursuing
· Forest to MIFaucets – tree grant through Kalamazoo River Watershed Council
· Sustain our Great Lakes: Pre-proposal due Feb 11th. Submitted. Category 3: Invasive Species Control to Protect and Enhance Restored Habitat. Use CISMA management plan for the Linear Path. Funding potential $200,000-$1,000,000, with no match. 
· Michigan DNR, Urban and Community Forestry Grant w/Leila Arboretum

· Update (Patty): County Composting Committee – Solid waste plan for county

· Planning Department Updates: 
· City Commission Updates:

· Sustainability Plan Notes: Updates needed following GHS Inventory results. Hope to discuss with new Commission in later 2025.
· Field Trips, Trainings, Etc.:  
· Other Business:
· Public Comment: Michelle Frank (On board for Kingman Museum) to speak for 6 min. We are partnering with Leila Arboretum to do a 9 month collaborative indoor and outdoor tree related exhibit (with Willard, Art Center and others as well) from Feb to Oct 2025.
· Member Comments/Announcements:
· Next Meeting: 2025: Feb. 24, April 28, June 23, Aug. 25, Oct. 27, Dec. 22
· 4th Monday of Month.
· Approval of 2025 Schedule: Feb. 24, April 28, June 23, Aug. 25, Oct. 27, Dec. 22. 

· Adjournment: 
Member List:
· Andy Helmboldt (Community Volunteer) 
· Patty Hoch-Melluish (DPW City of Battle Creek) 
· Bessie Ploeg (DPW City of Battle Creek) 
· Bob Gilbert (Community Volunteer) 
· Keona Ackley (Community Volunteer) 
· Mark Behnke (Mayor City of Battle Creek) 
· Kris Martin (BC Unlimited)
· Chris Bacik (Community Volunteer)
· Mike Wyszynski (Community Volunteer)
· Skyler Huber (Community Volunteer)
· Michael Hall (Community Volunteer)
· Mark Stephens (Community Volunteer)
· Danielle (Dee) Chauvin (Community Volunteer)
Guests Listed:
· Kurt Tribbett (DPW City of Battle Creek)
· Darcy Schmitt (Planning City of Battle Creek)
· Ryan Reincke (Calhoun Conservation District)
· Jake Smith (Commissioner)
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