[image: ]City of Battle Creek
Sustainable BC Committee
Zoom Meeting
Monday, February 24, 2025, 1:30pm – 2:30pm
MINUTES
· Call to Order:  Andy Helmboldt 
· Attendance:	
	Members: Andy Helmboldt (Community Volunteer), Patty Hoch-Melluish (DPW City of Battle Creek), Bessie Ploeg (DPW-City of Battle Creek), Kris Martin (BC Unlimited), Bob Gilbert (Community Volunteer), Chris Bacik (Community Volunteer), Mark Behnke (Mayor), Mark Stephens (Community Volunteer), Dee Chauvin (Community Volunteer), Keona Ackley (Community Volunteer).
	Guests: Ryan Reincke (Calhoun Conservation District), Mallory Avis (Transit Director, City of Battle Creek) 

· Approval of Minutes: Patty Motions to approve; 2nd by Bessie for December meeting. All approve. None opposed. 
· Presentation: Mallory Avis, County-wide “Ride Calhoun” transit plan
· Reports by City Staff & Commissioners
· City Energy Efficiency Activities: Consumers on-demand program for City Hall, Verona, WWTP 
· Environmental Programs Updates: 
· Looking into community food composting drop-off sites
· 2025 Sustainability goals
· Calhoun County recycling events
· City of BC events
· Community calendars
· Earth Week clean up
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Tree planting in April
· Grants: Awarded/Pending/Pursuing: 
· Forest to MIFaucets – tree grant through Kalamazoo River Watershed Council
· Sustain our Great Lakes: Pre-proposal due Feb 11th. Submitted. Category 3: Invasive Species Control to Protect and Enhance Restored Habitat. Use CISMA management plan for the Linear Path. Funding potential $200,000-$1,000,000, with no match. 
· Michigan DNR, Urban and Community Forestry Grant w/Leila Arboretum
· Update (Patty): County Composting Committee – Solid waste plan for county

· Planning Department Updates: n/a
· City Commission Updates: n/a
· Sustainability Plan Notes: n/a
· Field Trips, Trainings, Etc.: n/a
· Other Business: n/a
· Public Comment: 
· R. Reinke – Calhoun Conservation District is conducting a survey on County natural resources. 
· Member Comments/Announcements: Next Meeting: April 28, 2025 at 1:30pm
· Adjournment: 2:31pm
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