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Sustainable BC Committee
Zoom Meeting
Monday, April 28, 2025, 1:30pm – 2:30pm
MINUTES
· Call to Order:  Andy Helmboldt 
· Attendance:	
	Members: Andy Helmboldt (Community Volunteer), Patty Hoch-Melluish (DPW City of Battle Creek), Kris Martin (BC Unlimited), Dee Chauvin (Community Volunteer), Mike Wyzinski (Community Volunteer), Keona Ackley (Community Volunteer).
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Guests: Ryan Reincke (Calhoun Conservation District) 
· Approval of Minutes: Deferred –no quorum
· Reports by City Staff & Commissioners
· City Energy Efficiency Activities: Consumers on-demand program for City Hall, Verona, WWTP 
· Environmental Programs Updates: 
· 2025 Sustainability Goals
· Electronic and Polystyrene #6 recycling, March 22
· Earth Week cleanups, April 20-26
· Tree planting – 1,600 trees/shrubs along Jackson St.
· Arbor Day – Kellanova “Go Green Team,” 10 trees at Claude Evans Park 
· UPCOMING:
· 2025 Calhoun County HHW and Electronic Event dates are listed. 
· DPW Open House, Wednesday, May 14, 4-6 pm
· Kellogg Bird Sanctuary Birding event, Thursday, May 22, 6-7 pm
· Garlic mustard pull/native plants

· Grants: Awarded/Pending/Pursuing: 
· Awarded: Battle Creek Community Foundation, Thelma Greer Tree Fund – 10 trees at Claude Evans Park
· Awarded: Forest to MIFaucets – tree grant through Kalamazoo River Watershed Council, 93 trees along Kalamazoo River at the Wastewater Treatment Plant
· Pending: Michigan DNR, Urban and Community Forestry Grant w/Leila Arboretum
· Update (Patty): County – Solid waste plan for county

· Planning Department Updates: n/a
· City Commission Updates: Group discussed a need to have a representative from City Commission as a member
· Sustainability Plan Notes: n/a
· Field Trips, Trainings, Etc.: n/a
· Other Business: n/a
· Public Comment: 
· R. Reinke – Calhoun Conservation District is conducting a survey on County natural resources. 
· Member Comments/Announcements: Next Meeting: June 23
· Patty Hoch-Melluish will send email w/Sustainability Plan goals that the committee can discuss at the June 23, 2025 meeting. She will also contact Ted Dearing regarding meeting w/City Commission in 2025. 
· Kris Martin gave an update on the Kalamazoo River Restoration project. Online survey is active currently. City recently applied for a Project Impact grant through the Minneapolis Foundation. 
· Group discussed having a Sustainability page on the City’s website for easy access to what the committee is working on. 
· Dee Chauvin hosts an environmental podcast called “Connecting Communities” at: www.kalamazooearthday.com/about-5
· Adjournment: 2:05 pm
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