






Section 6. Notice. Written notice of the time, place and purpose of any special meeting shall be 
given to each member by the Recording Secretary, not less than forty-eight ( 48) hours in advance 
of such meeting. [MCL 125 .3 821 (1)] 

Section 7. Business Conducted Restricted. The business considered or transacted at any 
special meeting shall be restricted to that stated in the notice or call, unless by consent of at least 
five (5) members present at such meeting. 

Section 8. Majority for Voting Purposes. Except as herein otherwise provided, when a 
quorum is present, a majority vote shall be sufficient to pass any motion or resolution at any 
meeting of said Commission. 

Section 9. Conflict of Interest. A conflict of interest exists when a member of a public body 
has an economic, personal, or family connection to a matter before them which may prevent, or 
appear to prevent, an objective vote. The following shall apply in determining whether a conflict 
of interest in fact exists; the obligations of a member with a conflict of interest, or a potential 
conflict of interest; and the consequences of failing to disclose a potential conflict, or abstaining 
from voting where there is no conflict of interest. 

(a) "Conflict of interest" shall be defined as a material financial interest, or where a member
has a legal or fiduciary duty to another organization or entity, or personal relationship
that may give the appearance of a conflict of interest in a matter presented for action. For
purposes of this section, a "material financial interest" shall be defined as one in which
the member will directly benefit in an amount exceeding $250.00, or receive a benefit
exceeding a fair market value of $250.00 in a matter presented for action. [MCL
125.3815(9)]

(b) Before casting a vote on a matter on which a member may reasonably be considered to
have a conflict of interest, the member shall disclose the potential conflict of interest to
the Planning Commission. If a conflict of interest in fact exists, then the member is
disqualified from discussion or voting on that matter in his or her capacity as a
Commission member.

( c) Even if the member does not disqualify themself based upon a conflict of interest, the
member may be disqualified from discussion or voting on that matter in their capacity as
a Commission member by a majority vote of the remaining members of the Planning
Commission.

(d) Failure of a member to disclose a potential conflict of interest as required by this
subsection constitutes malfeasance in office.

(e) Abstaining from voting where either the City Attorney's Office has issued an opinion
(verbal or written), or there has been a majority vote of the remaining members of the
Planning Commission as set out in above subsection ( c ), that no conflict of interest exists,
constitutes nonfeasance in office.

Section 10. Robert's Rules of Order Govern. Parliamentary practice at the meetings of said 
Commission shall be governed, where applicable, by Roberts Rules of Order, except where in 
conflict with the laws of the State of Michigan, the Charter or ordinances or the City of Battle 
Creek, or these by-laws. 

4[Page 

Revised 11/15/2023 












